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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-68 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Takano et al (6,731,347). 

As to claim 1 , note the Takano reference figures 1-6, discloses method for 
switching signal input based on device capability and further discloses a transmission 
method, for transmitting data related to a first device (DSSIRD 1 1) to a second device 
(DTV-12) through a network (IEEE 1394) comprising: 

The second device designating a unit within the first device for input, the second 
device transmitting a command in predetermined format that indicates which unit of the 
first device the second device has designated (figs.1 and col.2, line 59-col.3, line 12); 

Storing connection information (storage means Memory 160 or ROM) in a 
predetermined table (Capability list, figs.5-6 ( DSSIRD-1 1 , and col.4, lines 33-col.5, line 
15); 
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Transmitting the stored connection information over the network (IEEE-1394) to 
second device as a command data having in a predetermined format via the connection 
(col.4, lines 33-col.5, line 16 and line 19+), note that during initialization of the network 
Capability list representing connection information is created and held within the 
Memory of all the Devices (figs.1-4) in a hierarchical connection map or topology map 
and transmitted over the network to all the Devices accordingly; note also that the CPU 
of each Device on the 1394 network determines the output state on the basis of the 
capability list; 

data related to the status of connection between the Devices of the 
corresponding input Device, output Devices and the internal function processing device 
of the one Device is transmitted to the other Device (col.4, lines 33-col.5, line 16 and 
line 19+), note that each node or Device identifies itself and indicates input and output 
port status information (see table figs.5-6) and where the stored connection information 
has a hierarchical structure (figs.5-6), including information about connections between 
internal units within the first device or the designated input unit (col.4, lines 33-col.5, line 
16 and line 19+); 

where the stored connection information contains a unit identifier descriptor 
representing all data, a source descriptor representing a list of transmission sources, a 
destination descriptor representing a list of receivers; a transformation descriptor 
representing a list of signal conversions (figs.5-6, col.4, lines 33-col.5, line 16 and line 
19-col.6, line 1+) 
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As to claims 2-4, Takano further discloses where the pieces information held in 
table includes information related to a connection between and an input Device and an 
output Device of the first device and an internal function processing unit of the first 
device and information about which formats the first device can input or output by the 
Device which are held on a Memory and includes information related transmitting the 
data over multiple connections at once, each Device outputs at once in response to a 
command via the user interface to enable the Device to determine the pieces of 
information (col .4, lines 33-col.5, line 16 and line 19-col.6, line 1+). 

As to claim 5-7, Takano further discloses where the input unit and output unit 
indicated by the information held in the table includes input unit or an output unit within 
the first device that are not connected to the network, where the information to a present 
connection state in the device is transmitted to another device by transmission of the 
command of a predetermined format and when a present connection state is changed, if 
another connection is influenced, information related to the change in the present 
connection state is further transmitted (col .4, lines 33-col.5, line 16 and line 19-col.6, 
line 1+) 

As to claims 8-9, the claimed "data transmission method for transmitting data..." 
contains the same structural elements as rejected claim 1 . 

As to claim 10, the claimed "data transmission method for transmitting data..." 
contains the same structural elements as rejected claim 1 . 
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As to claims 11-12, Takano further discloses where when a plurality of signal 
sources exist, data related to the plurality of signal sources is transmitted via the 1394 
bus (col.4, line 57-col.5, line 42 and col.6, lines 25-58). 

As to claim 1 3, Takano further discloses where data designating the input unit or 
the output unit and the function processing unit has a data structure equal to that of data 
used when a setting related to a connection between the input unit or the output unit 
and the function processing unit is performed (col.4, line 57-col.5, line 42 and col.6, 
lines 25-58). 

As to claim 14, the claimed "a device data transmission method for transmitting 
data..." contains the same structural elements as rejected claim 1 . 

As to claims 15-18, Takano further discloses where data related to the output 
state of the video image, a flag representing that a specific video image is superposed 
on the video image is added, the specific video image represented by the flag is a video 
image of an on-screen display, where a processing state of the video image is 
represented by the specific field of data related to an output state of the video image 
and the processing state of the video image is represented by using a flag (figs 1 1-13 
and col. 8, line 43-col. 9, line 12), furthermore the CPU in the other Devices determines 
the basis of the flag that the specific video data is superposed on the video data (col.4, 
line 57-col.5, line 16 and line 19+). 

As to claim 19, Takano further discloses where the processing state represented 
by data in specific field is data representing a stat that predetermined data is extracted 
from multiplexed video data (col.4, line 57-col.5, line 16 and line 19+). 
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As to claims 20-24, Takano further discloses where a processing state 
represented by data in the specific field is data representing a state of an on-screen 
display for displaying data on which a video image is superposed, is data representing a 
state that a signal format of video, is data representing a state that a special process is 
performed to a video image, is a state that video images mixed and is data representing 
a state that the same video image as that of a signal source is set (col.4, line 57-col.5, 
line 16 and line 19+). 

As to claim 25, the claimed "a transmission device for transmitting data..." 
contains the same structural elements as rejected claim 1 . 

Claims 26-28 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 2-4. 

Claims 29-31 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 5-7. 

As to claims 32-33, the claimed "a transmission device..." contains the same 
structural elements as rejected claim 1 . 

As to claim 34, the claimed "a transmission device..." contains the same 
structural elements as rejected claim 1. 

Claims 35-36 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 11-12. 

As to claim 37, the claimed "a transmission device..." contains the same 
structural elements as rejected claim 1. 

Claims 38-40 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 15-18. 

Claim 41 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 19. 

Claims 42-46 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 20-24. 
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As to claim 47, the claimed "a transmission system..." contains the same 
structural elements as rejected claim 1 . 

Claim 48 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 2. 

Claims 49-50 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 3-4. 

Claims 51-53 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 5-7. 

As to claims 54-55, the claimed "a transmission system..." contains the same 
structural elements as rejected claim 1. 

As to claim 56, the claimed "a transmission system..." contains the same 
structural elements as rejected claim 1 . 

Claims 57-58 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 11-12. 

As to claim 59, the claimed "a transmission system..." contains the same 
structural elements as rejected claim 1 . 

Claims 60-62 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 15-18. 

Claim 63 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 19. 

Claims 64-68 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 20-24. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-68 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The amendment to all the 
independent claims necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection discussed above. This 
office action is made final. 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Davis et al (6,961 ,768) disclose status polling failover of devices in a distributed 
network management hierarchy. 

Palm (6,952,442) discloses activation of multiple XDSL modems with implicit 
channel probe. 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Annan Q. Shang whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 7355. The examiner can normally be reached on 700am-400pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from 
a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





Annan Q. Shang 



